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them had been loud and long. They secretly hoped
to be In this wise restored to their former favoured
position.

The disorders, however, in the body of the Steel-
yard were not, on the whole, those from which other
foreign factories suffered. The taxes and other
enforced contributions, both from residents and from
the towns trading with England, were punctually
paid, and the finances of the establishment were
flourishing. The complaints, moreover, addressed to
the Diet, that the members of the Steelyard loved
luxury, wine, women, and gambling too well, and
that they rebelled against their semi-monastic life,
were not more frequent from England than elsewhere.

The difficulties were chiefly that trade regula-
tions were not faithfully observed ; that rules of the
strictest nature, on which largely depended the
Hansa's success, were circumvented and disregarded.
For instance, no man who had not attained his
majority was by statute allowed to become a member
of the League and trade on his own account; nor
was one who had not learnt English for at least six
months. This latter precaution was the more requi-
site, as past experience had taught that, by ignorance of
the native language, these men were apt to compro-
mise the interests of the factory. Then there were
other abuses that led to grave results, such as trading
illicitly with natives and then absconding with their
debts unpaid; the whole factory in such cases becom-
ing responsible for the debts.

In I5S3, therefore, the members of the Steelyard
drew up a series of new statutes which they proposed